Now when the custodial attitude is making way rapidly for the dynamic approach to the problems of treatment and training of mental defectives, it is time for the parents to be uniformly recognised by the hospitals as members of the therapeutic team.
recognised by the hospitals as members of the therapeutic team.
In this paper, the attempt will be made to show how this so far neglected factor can be introduced into the training programme.
The plan to change the parental attitude does not aim at reducing the amount of work of the hospital staff, but at making the relative's life meaningful and worthwhile and free of guilt and frustration, and so reducing the shadow of the stigma resting on the patient. Parents Because parents are members of the community it is clear that the acceptance by them and their neighbours of the patient's social and intellectual limitations is a major step forward in improving community mental health. Therefore the patient's chance of being able to lead a useful and happy life in the community will not only depend on the level of his behaviour but also upon the degree of their tolerance. This can best be achieved in the way described here.
